


A MULTICULTURAL SUCCESS STORY



Over the next 35 years migration will…

• drive economic, skills and sustainable population growth

• contribute 1.6 trillion dollars to Australia’s GDP

• add to cultural vibrancy

• revitalise local businesses and services

• attract increased funding and investment

SOCIAL & ECONOMIC BENEFIT



WELCOME TO COUNTRY



"We went from evidence-based policy to policy-based 

evidence. Now we have come to evidence-free policy."

- Jill Helke, IOM

SOME MORE EQUAL THAN OTHERS



GROWTH + DECLINE



SOCIAL COHESION - CONCERNING TRENDS



“A community that encourages all residents 
to have a sense of value and belonging 

through social, economic and civic 
opportunity and engagement.”



NATIONAL BLUEPRINT + CAMPAIGNS



WELCOMING  LANDSCAPE



HOW WE HELP



“Supporting local councils and their communities in the 
advancement of Australia as a welcoming, prosperous and 

cohesive nation.”

The Standard establishes the framework and guidelines for local councils to:

● benchmark their cultural diversity and inclusion policies and practices 

● identify where and how further efforts could be directed 

● assess progress over time



RECEIVING

COMMUNITY

MIGRANT

COMMUNITY 

Strategic Focus

Categories 

1. Leadership 

2. Social & Cultural Inclusion

3. Economic Development

4. Civic Participation

5. Learning & Skills Development

6. Places & Spaces

Assessment Stages 

1. Established

2. Advanced

3. Excelling

4. Mentoring





“WE FORGOT THE MIDDLE”



SHARED VALUES



THE SMART THING TO DO



14 Member Councils:
● Hume City Council (VIC)
● City of Canning (WA)
● City of Stirling (WA)
● City of Greater Bendigo (VIC)
● City of Melton (VIC)
● City of Port Adelaide Enfield (SA)
● Glenorchy City Council (TAS)
● Moreland City Council (VIC)
● City of Darebin (VIC)
● Warrnambool City Council (VIC)
● Ararat Rural City Council (VIC)
● Lake Macquarie City Council (NSW)
● City of Monash (VIC)

● Whittlesea City Council (VIC)

85 Councils have expressed interest

A GROWING NETWORK

Supported by:



welcomingcities.org.au

Like us on Facebook

facebook.com/citiesofwelcome

Follow us on Twitter

@citiesofwelcome

Aleem Ali

aleem@welcomingcities.org.au


